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Newslet ter  of  the Texas At la t l  Associat ion 

 On April 27thñ29th  

the 4th annual South Texas 

Atlatl Rendezvous was held in 

Starr County, located in the 

westernmost part of the Rio 

Grande Valley.  Like the fol-

lowing two years, the rendez-

vous was located at the Du-

vall Ranch in Falcon Heights, 

TX. This yearõs turnout was 

the best so far, with over 30 

people in attendance. 

 The activities for the 

2012 rendezvous included 

flintknapping, knife and toma-

hawk throwing, ISACs on all 

three days, and 3-D atlatl and 

archery competitions. We also 

had cookouts on the first two 

days and Justin Jisha on gui-

tar for musical entertainment. 

Nick Unger brought his beauti-

ful dart point reproductions 

and did a flintknapping dem-

onstration for the group. The 

3-D course proved to be chal-

lenging due to the denser brush 

cover and the over the pond  
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 The 2012 Texas 

Atlatl Championship was held 

concurrently with the Texas 

Traditional Championship 

Tournament at the Austin 

Archery Club in the third 

weekend of March. The tour-

nament consisted of 40 3D 

targets, and included catego-

ries for the atlatl and tradi-

tional archery. Members of 

the atlatl team competed with 

the atlatl, self bows, long 

bows, and recurves. The top 6 

contestants in every category 

received a belt buckle with 

the Texas Traditional Champi-

onship logo. Following the 

tournament we threw an ISAC 

and then held the third an-

nual meeting of the Texas 

Atlatl Association. Robert 

Garcia achieved the highest 

score in the tournament and 

in the ISAC with an atlatl and 

darts that he made. Robert 

has been the defending atlatl 

champion in Texas for 2 

years. This is his third year to 

win. He is our sharpshooter. 

 Unfortunately, Cesa-

rio Guerra, president of the 

TAA, was not present. Cesario 

would have given Robert 

some good competition. The 

date and location of the 2013 

Atlatl Championship and an-

nual meeting of the TAA will 

be determined this year at the 

South Texas Atlatl Rendez-

vous. At the 2013 annual 

meeting we plan to have an 

official election and hope to 

complete our bylaws. 

 The Texas Tradi-

tional Championship is an 

annual 2-day event at the 

Austin Archery Club. However, 

regular tournaments with 30 

3D targets are held almost 

every month on the second 

Sunday. Come to Austin if you 

want to test your skills against 

archers, and the best atlatlist 

in Texas. 

Well I was fortunate enough 

to meet Mike. And we had a 

great time talking about all 

things atlatl. I also met Elre-

molino, from PaleoPlanet. He 

made the replica stone pro-

jectile point awards for the 

Archeolympics for the last 2 

years. He told me about his 

knap-in around October in 

West Texas, and he invited 

Texas Atlatl to be a part of 

that. 

 This year Oscar 

Duran told me about the long 

history of the Pedernales 

Knap-In. I should have been 

taking notes! Oscar makes 

some awesome Osage bows. I 

should have brought more 

 The Pedernales 

Knap-In has a great name. 

You probably already know 

that in Spanish, "pedernal" 

means flint. In 2006 Bill 

Metcalf invited me and Bob-

cat Smith to the knap-in. It 

was in Fredericksburg then. 

This year the knap-in was in 

Johnson City, at the Blanco 

County Fair Grounds, which is 

adjacent to the Pedernales 

River. I saw a lot of old friends 

there, and met some new 

ones. 

 Nick Unger had al-

ready left by the time I ar-

rived. He has been telling me 

about Mike Dreyer, who is 

making and selling atlatl gear. 

money! I was broke but he 

traded me a flint and steel fire 

kit for a braided sling. I still 

have the fire pistons I bought 

from his several years ago. 

Oscar Duran didnõt invent fire, 

but he sure can make it.  

 I told everybody about 

the annual South Texas Atlatl 

Rendezvous later in the month 

and the tournaments at the 

Austin Archery Club. The atlatl 

community is closely linked to 

the flint knapping community, 

with a lot of crossover. And 

these rendezvous are always 

good opportunities to learn and 

exchange ideas about ancient 

lifeways. Experimental archeol-

ogy rocks! 
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